
Some Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: How can I get started in raising pigeons? 

A: The best way to start is find someone who raises them or better yet through the local pigeon clubs in 

your state. 

In Indiana there are many clubs to choose from. The Indiana Pigeon Club is one that represents all types 

of pigeons. There are breeds raised to fly and perform such as Birmingham Rollers or Racing pigeons or 

Tumblers. There are show breeds like Fantails, Jacobins, and hundreds of other types which have 

distinct colorings or feathering and almost every shape and size. There are also breeds raised for utility 

which are very large birds that are still show pigeons. There is also an array of doves as well as tropical 

rare breeds of pigeons.  The Indiana Pigeon Club has members who come from all walks of life and all 

areas of the state. They know people from all over the US who raise breeds and the members are always 

more than happy to help a new person get involved with pigeons. 

We can put you in contact with many people and organizations that can help you get good breeding 

stock or birds for enjoyment in virtually any breed you can choose. With over 300 different breeds of 

pigeons, there is a size, style, and type for everyone in a huge array of colors and feather 

ornamentation. 

Go to www.indianapigeonclub.com and browse through the pages. There we have listed the dates and 

locations for upcoming shows and meetings, helpful advice, contact names to learn more and photo’s, 

articles, and videos. Contact us through the Contact Us page or phone or email one of the members of 

the board on the About Us page. We can get you started on the right track! 

Q: What kind of cage do I need to raise pigeons? 

A: A well-built hutch or house to keep them in, normally called a Coop or a Loft. It should be made to 

keep the pigeons and their food dry from the rain or snow and safe from predators like hawks or 

raccoons. It should be well ventilated with fresh air and sunshine. It’s best to build it to keep other small 

birds like sparrows out as well as small rodents like mice or chipmunks by using a small gauge wire and 

making sure there are no openings that will let them in.  A good rule of thumb is to provide about 2 to 3 

square feet of Coop space per bird to help prevent overcrowding them and provide them perches to 

roost on. There are unlimited designs and sizes you can make your Coop. Whatever fits your budget or 

carpentry skill level is fine, just try to meet the needs of the birds and yourself. Many examples can be 

given by other people who raise pigeons. Sometimes different breeds benefit from different items or 

features in the Coop so it’s best to get advice from someone who breeds the type you are interested in.  

Overall they are all very similar and if you meet the basic needs you will be fine and have a much more 

enjoyable time raising them. 

 

 

http://www.indianapigeonclub.com/


Q: Can I keep my pigeons outside all year long? 

A: Yes! Pigeons are a hearty bird and can survive winter weather very well as long as they can stay dry 

and out of the snow. The main thing to remember is that the water will freeze solid in winter so pay 

attention to the water by either replacing the water every day, providing a heated base for the water 

container or keep the temp of your Coop above freezing with a heater.  

Q: What kind of food do they eat?    

A: Pigeons eat grains, like corn, wheat, milo and dried peas. They will also eat pellet food for chickens 

but they prefer to eat grains. They also need grit like ground up oyster shell to provide them calcium and 

to break down the grains in their gizzard to digest it properly. The easiest thing to do is buy pigeon food 

that is pre-mixed and has many of their favorite grains already bagged up and ready to feed them. 

 (A typical pigeon grain mix) 

 

Q: What kind of feeder is best for Pigeon Feed? 

A: There are many different choices but the best options are made to keep the pigeons out of the feed 

to keep it clean.  A large dog bowl is not a good idea because they will get in it a soil it and waste lots of 

food.  

 (Domed feeder that prevents the birds roosting on top of or getting into the feeder) 

(Another option with a flip top to allow for filling and cleaning) 

 

 

 



 

Q: Where can I buy Pigeon Feed in Indiana? 

A: There are several methods of purchasing good quality pigeon feed including buying it on-line and 

having it sent to your door.  For those who live in Indiana, there are a few options.  

1. Search the internet or yellow pages. Use your favorite Internet search engine such as Google or 

Bing and search on “where to buy pigeon feed in Indiana”. You will get several listings for 

dealers or makers of pigeon feeds.  You may need to dig a little to find sources in your area but 

these sites normally have links to distributors around the state for their products. 

2. Contact the Indiana Pigeon Club board members to get some advice on where they find feed to 

purchase. 

3. You can have feed shipped to your door from many suppliers, even Amazon, for a shipping fee.  

There are also Pigeon Supply companies that specialize in pigeon products who will provide a list 

of feed choices which you can order. This is very convenient if you plan ahead. You will pay a bit 

more in shipping costs due to weight than buying from a local store.  

Q: How should I store the pigeon feed? 

A: Store their feed in a dry clean and sealable container to prevent mice from coming around. A plastic 

storage container works great. 

Q: How do I give them water to drink?         

A: Provide clean fresh water with a water fount. A bowl or pan of water is not a good idea because they 

can tip it over and spill it or soil it easily and be drinking dirty unhealthy water. Chicken water founts 

work very well. Keep the water as clean and fresh as possible and change it regularly to keep them 

healthy. There is also water founts designed specifically for pigeons that you can buy which will stay 

cleaner longer because of their design. You can even cut a milk jug to make a water fount. There are 

many options.  

(A chicken water fount)  (A pigeon water fount) 

 

 

 

 

 



Q: Where can I buy water founts and other supplies? 

A: Typically any supply company that sells Poultry supplies will have things you need like water fonts, 

feeders, grit and some dietary supplements that work just fine for pigeons.   

There are also companies that specialize in pigeon products on-line such as Foy’s, Jedd’s or Vita King, to 

name but a few. There are many suppliers to choose from and they will have a wide range of products 

like water founts and feeders, nest boxes and bowls, feeds and grits, dietary supplements, medications 

and health accessories and much more for pigeons you can purchase on-line and have sent to your door. 

Some of these companies also attend major pigeon shows and have products available on-site for 

purchase during the show.  Find them on-line by searching on “Pigeon Supplies”.  

Q: How often should I clean their Coop? 

A: You will need to clean up after the birds regularly to keep them healthy. You should plan on cleaning 

up the droppings and any feathers once a week. This will keep you, your birds and your neighbors 

happy. Get a good poop scraper like a drywall knife, a broom, a small rake, and dust pan will make the 

chore a lot easier.  It’s also a good idea to wear a dust mask when cleaning so you don’t breath in a lot of 

dust while cleaning. 

Q: How can I keep my pigeons clean? 

A: Pigeons love to take a bath so a shallow pan of water, like a plastic litter box, for them to bathe in 

every few weeks will make them very happy and help them keep themselves clean and bright. However, 

don’t leave the bath pan in the Coop any longer than needed for them to take a bath so they don’t drink 

the dirty bath water. 

 (A group of fancy pigeons enjoying a bath in a plastic tub) 

 

 

 

 

 



Q: What do I need to do to breed them and get babies? 

A: If you want to breed your birds, put a male and female together and provide them a nesting space. 

Usually a small wood box 8 inches by 8 inches with 3 inch sides and open at the top or a nesting bowl.  

Provide some kind of nesting material, like some dry pine needles or straw which will attract them to it 

and they will make a nest and lay eggs. 

   

 

Q: How long until the eggs hatch? 

A: Normally it takes 18 days for pigeon eggs to hatch. A female pigeon normally lays only 2 eggs about 2 

days apart. Both the parents take turns sitting on the eggs every day until hatching. Then they take turns 

sitting on the babies and feeding them.  

  

Q: What do I do after the babies hatch? 

A: In most cases pigeons are very good parents and will do all the work in raising their babies. Just make 

sure to provide them food and water and don’t let them run out of either when they are raising the 

babies. Babies grow fast and the parents feed them 2 or 3 times or more a day as they get larger. 

Normally they will feed the babies for 30 days, and then they will start pulling away from the babies to 

encourage them to start eating on their own. At that time the parents will be working on laying another 

set of eggs as well.  

  

 



 

Q: My pigeons don’t seem to be able to feed their babies easily. What can I do to help? 

A: If you have a particular breed that has a very small beak you will have a bit more work to do. When 

starting out its best to try a breed that can easily raise their own babies without help. Then as you get 

more experienced or have more time, you can try some of the fancier breeds that might take a little 

more care and hand feeding to help raise them to adulthood. Sometimes you can help raise the babies 

by hand feeding them, using hand feeding mix and a ketchup bottle. Contact someone at the Indiana 

Pigeon Club to get advice or go on-line and search on “hand feeding pigeons” and there are great videos 

on how to do it. 

 

Q: Sometimes my pigeons fight! Is something wrong? 

A: Male pigeons will frequently fight with each other to establish a territory or space for themselves in 

the Coop. Sometimes it seems pretty violent but for the most part it stops shortly after it starts.  Try to 

have perches for each bird to rest on or plenty of space in the Coop and normally it doesn’t become a 

major problem.  Sometimes when a male is trying to attract a female they can be aggressive too but it’s 

just normal courtship. Sometimes if you have several pairs that are breeding and competing for a nest 

space there will be fights as well. These are just part of life for a pigeon.  If however you have a 

particular bird that is either constantly picked on or constantly bullying the other birds, you may need to 

separate it for a while and then try to bring it back into the rest of the group.  

  

 

 



Q: What do I need to do to be able to show my pigeons? 

A: If you want to show your pigeons, you will need to get leg bands to put on them when they are very 

young.  This provides a way to identify the pigeon, tell the year it was born and what club you bought 

the bands from. These will be necessary to register your bird for a show. If they don’t have a band, you 

won’t be able to enter it in a show. The bands can be purchased from the National Pigeon Association in 

any quantity you want and in the correct size for the breed of pigeon you raise. They normally get slid 

onto the leg of a baby pigeon at around 7 to 8 days old and they stay on for the rest of the bird’s life. 

  

 

Q: My pigeons had a lot of babies! What can I do with my extra pigeons? 

A: If you breed them and end up with more birds than you can handle, you can sell them. Normally at a 

show, there will be for sale areas where for a small fee you can rent some holding pens and sell your 

surplus birds. Put you asking price and contact name on the pens. If you are unable to sell them, you will 

need to bring them back home. You can also try contacting the Indiana Pigeon Club for help. 

Q: How can I learn more? 

A: Get in touch with members of the Indiana Pigeon Club through the club website and become a 

member so you can meet other people in the area who raise pigeons as well. It’s a great way to get 

helpful advice, learn a whole lot more and have more fun! 


